THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

Wilson 39, Evans {P.O.; 37. Gates 32, Bowers
28.   Average 36.

; A fine party going forward . .   *

Two months before, sixteen picked men had
started south from Cape Evans, 750 miles
away. Out of that company five had been
chosen. Each of them had already shown un-
common stamina, so it is the more interesting
to notice that three of them had at one time
been invalids. Scott as a child had been the
delicate subject of many anxious consultations ;
Oates had left Eton early on account of ill-
health, and Wilson for the same reason had
been obliged to live abroad for several years
after taking his degree. All of them except
Oates had ample sledging experience in low
temperatures, and all except Petty Officer Evans
were accustomed to taking responsibility and
to leading others. None of them were likely
to panic in emergency or to fail within the
limits of human endurance.

Although earlier in the journey Scott had
sometimes been very depressed, there can be
little doubt that at this time he considered his
position to be good. He had every confidence
in his team, the weather was fine, and they
appeared to be making excellent progress.
His diary shows that he was now in far better
spirits than he had ever been on the Barrier
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